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The First 
Steps

in Writing  
a Novel

Liberty Forrest

So…you want to write a novel. How 
exciting! No doubt you've had stories 

swirling in your head for some time. 
Or perhaps just ideas for them, or you 
think you could write a cool novel that 
is loosely based on your life or some 
aspect of it.
Great!

If you've never written a novel before - or 
maybe not even a short story - you might be 
feeling a bit daunted, but fear not! It’s true, 

there’s a lot to learn and it happens by trial 
and error so just dive in and write. And in the 
meantime, I will be here, holding a torch and 
showing you the way forward. 

Over the coming months, I’ll share 
information on how to begin planning your 
novel, create exciting characters, and develop 
the background and other elements required. 

The most important thing for you to do is to 
get into a routine and make writing a part of 
your daily life. This will help to keep you on 
track and make sure you finish your novel!
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Deciding what kind of story to write

The first step is deciding what kind of story 
you want to write. This is a big decision, as it 
will dictate who your fans will be and what 
they will want and expect from you. 

You've probably heard people say, "Write what 
you know." This is absolutely essential and 
you must consider it before you even begin to 
contemplate your story. If you're writing about 
something you've never experienced, it's not 
going to be believable. It won't have the depth 
of feeling and description required to make a 
reader fall in love with your story. 
Certainly, there might be times when you've 
experienced the essence of the story, but not 
the details in how you're telling it, such as 
when writing historical fiction, or if you're 
writing about a place you've never seen. 

In those cases, do as much research as you 
can where relevant, e.g. history, geography, 
locations, lifestyles, etc. as they pertain to your 
genre. Remember, you'll need to be thorough 
and pay attention to detail. Otherwise, a reader 
who has experience with your topic will know 
you're full of beans. 

What I mean is more to do with the actual 
story, the emotions, the heart of your 
message. You've got to be able to have a good 
understanding of your topic if your readers 
are going to believe you.

The Story Is Number One

What is it you want to say? What is the message 
or story you want to tell? And to whom are 
you telling it? There are countless familiar 
story-lines that everyone loves, such as the 
triumph of good over evil, or love conquers 
all, or the prodigal son/daughter returns home, 
the hero's journey.

Whatever the story, it needs to be compelling. 
It needs to keep readers interested, and this 
means it needs to keep moving. You want 
to keep your readers turning the pages and 
thinking, "This book is great! I can't put 
it down!" It is essential to develop a strong 
emotional connection with your readers; you 
want to make them feel something and to feel 
invested in the characters, the story, and the 
outcome.

Once you know what the message or story is, 
you can consider the various ways that you 
could tell it, and this is where you decide on 
genre. 

Which Genre Will You Use?

The genre you choose will define various 
aspects of your story and how you tell it. It's 
also going to define your career as a writer, at 
least for a while. For example, you wouldn't 
expect (or probably want) to see Stephen King 
writing Christian romance novels. (But that 
doesn't mean he couldn't write a great one!)

The point is that you'll want to stay in one 
genre at least for a while so you can get a 
foothold and build an audience. Once you're 
established, you can contemplate branching 
out and try another genre, but that has its own 
strategies and we don't need to get into that 
now.

You've probably already decided which 
genre you want to write in, or perhaps you've 
narrowed it down to two or three. If you're 
still undecided, you need to take three things 
into consideration:

Which genre do you enjoy the most in terms of 
writing? What is your strength? When asked, 
I always tell people to write in a genre that 
they love to read. This way, you'll be familiar 
with it. You'll already love it and understand 

continued next page >>
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THE FIRST STEPS IN WRITING A NOVEL

how it works, and will have a sense of what a 
reader wants to see.
Which genre is best for your particular kind 
of story? Do you love dark, spooky stories? 
Perhaps paranormal, a thriller, or even horror 
is your thing. Do you love romance? If so, 
you'll need to decide just how far you'll want 
to go for, um, certain parts of the story. Do 
you want it to be erotic? If so, mildly or even 
wildly?! 
Do you intend to write for the purpose of 
selling books? Or is this just something you 
want to do because you love it? Writing for 
sales means digging into information about 
which genres are most popular and what 
kinds of stories are selling the best. "Amazon 
bestsellers" are not necessarily indicative of 
quality writing; it is easy for authors to get a 
group of people to purchase their books in the 
same few hours and manipulate the algorithm 

to earn the so-called "bestselling" status. 

Better to go with trusting books that have 
loads of excellent reviews. Or check the 
New York Times bestselling list or look on 
Goodreads to see reviews. You can even pose 
the question on social media and see what 
people are buying and loving. 

If you're just writing for fun and you're not 
concerned about sales, choose any tiny, weird 
niche you want! Who knows? You might start 
a trend!

The most important part…

Start. Just sit down and start. Write 
something. Get going. You can’t finish 
if you don’t start. Just do it, and please 
write and tell me how it’s going.  ▪

http://www.firstlinefiction.org
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Quotes & Quotes & 
SnippetsSnippets

“Fairy tales are more than 
true: not because they tell us 
that dragons exist, but because 
they tell us that dragons can be 
beaten.”

― Neil Gaiman, Coraline

“It is what you read when 
you don't have to that 
determines what you will 
be when you can't help it.”
― Oscar Wilde

“One must always be careful of 
books," said Tessa, "and what is 
inside them, for words have the 
power to change us.”

― Cassandra Clare, Clockwork 
Angel

“You've gotta dance like there's 
nobody watching, 
Love like you'll never be hurt, 
Sing like there's nobody listening, 
And live like it's heaven on earth.”

― William W. Purkey

“There are only two ways to 
live your life. One is as though 
nothing is a miracle. The other 
is as though everything is a 
miracle.”
― Albert Einstein

“I may not have gone where 
I intended to go, but I think 
I have ended up where I 
needed to be.”
― douglas adams, The Long 
Dark Tea-Time of the Soul
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Squashing
Writer’s Block…

Suzy Vadori

If you’ve ever watched a movie about a 
struggling writer, you’ve probably heard of 

writer’s block. Cue a dark scene with a writer 
who stares at their notebook or a screen while 
tearing out their hair. Movies portray this 
phenomenon as a nasty plague that chases 
writers’ muses away. In the movies Writer’s 
Block is dramatic. It’s devastating. It ruins 
their writing career.

But is this something that happens to writers 
in real life?

In my job as a Book Coach, I’ve spoken with 
hundreds of writers about the ups and downs 
in their writing productivity. Many of them 
report having what they call Writer’s Block at 
some point in their writing lives.

At the heart of it, Writer’s Block is a catch-all 
expression used to describe times when your 
writing isn’t getting done when you want it to. 
When this happens, it can be frustrating. But 
it doesn’t have to be scary. It definitely doesn’t 
have to be the end of your writing career. If 
your life is anything like mine, there are lots 
of things that don’t get done in a day. I’m sure 
you can relate.

If your writing isn’t going as well as you’d 
like, know that you’re not alone. Most writers, 

if not all, will experience times when their 
writing doesn’t “get done”.

The key to getting your writing mojo 
back is to figure out why you’re not 
writing in the first place. Here are some 
common reasons writers give.

Lack of Ideas. While you may start writing 
with lots of ideas swimming in your head, you 
might hit a writing wall where you don’t know 
what happens next in your story.

Lack of Time. You might lead a busy life, have 
family obligations or even have a demanding 
day job that you have to work around to fit 
your writing in. If you step away from a story 
for an extended period, it can be hard to get 
going again.

Lack of Confidence. If you’re worried about 
what others will think, or that your writing 
isn’t good enough, your thoughts can stop 
your creativity in its tracks.

Lack of a Plan. If you don’t have a clear idea 
on your next steps with a writing project, it 
might be because you haven’t defined your 
goals. Without a target to aim for, weeks and 
months can pass without making progress on 
your writing project.
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Identifying why you’re not writing can be 
less daunting than labeling your lack of 
progress as Writer’s Block, which can seem 
insurmountable. If you find yourself not 
writing as much as you’d like, try one of 
the strategies I use with my Book Coaching 
clients. These strategies might help you squash 
Writer’s Block for good.

1. Tell Somebody You’re Writing! 

Shout it from the rooftops. Tell friends, 
family… whoever will listen. If the people in 
your life don’t know you’re writing, it is much 
more difficult to set aside the time you need 
to make it happen.

2. Go Back to Your First Spark. 

Why did you want to write this story in the 
first place? Revisiting your why is a great way 
to remind yourself of the excitement that set 
you on your writing path. If this reason isn’t 
strong enough or doesn’t get you excited about 
the writing project you’re working on, spend 
time on a project that does, instead.

3. Write a Scene You Love. 

There’s no rule that says you have to write 
your story in chronological order. If you’re 
struggling to get words down, write a scene 
you’re excited about next, whether that’s a 
romantic moment, the climax, or the end. It all 
needs to get written, so write what’s clearest 
in your mind first and weave it back into your 
story later.

4. Revisit Your Outline. 

If you’re stuck, go back to your outline and see 
if you can pinpoint the reason. Sometimes an 
outline needs to be revamped before you can 
move forward. Don’t have an outline? Write 

a quick and dirty one for the project you’ve 
already started. It can provide you with a road 
map forward when you’ve lost your way.

5. Schedule Writing Time. 

Put your writing in your calendar, and protect 
that time. If you treat your writing like it’s a 
job, you won’t run out of time in your day to 
get your words down.

6. Edit. 

If you’ve scheduled time to write and you 
find yourself staring at a blank page, why 
not spend some time editing? Choose a 
small monotonous task like proofreading or 
checking for overused words if your creative 
juices aren’t flowing. It all has to get done, so 
use the time you set aside wisely. You’ll save 
editing time at the end of your project, while 
reconnecting with the words you already have 
written.

7. Give Yourself Thinking Time. 

Still figuring out what comes next in your 
story? Take your brain for a walk, a bike ride 
or run some errands. Go alone and brainstorm 
possibilities while you do something else. Let 
yourself daydream about your characters and 
your scenes so that the next time you sit down 
to write, you have lots of material.

Above all else, remember to be kind to 
yourself, even if your writing isn’t going as 
fast as you’d like. The world needs your story. 
Try as many strategies as it takes to get the 
words flowing again, so you can get back to 
the good work of writing. Your future readers 
will be grateful you did.  ▪



Eagle Skies
The feeling, the one you get when 
you’re truly yourself and you feel 

free.  
Like you could do anything that 

you’ve ever wanted in this moment. 

It’s like flying, no, more like 
soaring through the night sky full of 

stars with a light breeze. 

The wind refreshing and cool on 
your skin blowing your hair back. 
That feeling of complete utter joy 
that you can’t help but smile. But 
that’s only the feeling, in reality 

you’re walking down the sidewalk 
at night going home and expecting a 
disaster. A sort of chaos, but it’s not 
really the chaotic kind, more of the 
relaxing kind the one you knew was 

going to happen so you left. 

You left everything behind and just 
walked, walked until you found 
a piece of yourself. Until you’ve 

reached the solid-state of your mind. 
And then you just breathe, because 
maybe it is just a feeling but it’s so 
real you can’t help but smile while 
you look up at the big open night 
sky, full of stars and possibilities.

-Gabi Rabiej

12 Opal Writers' Magazine
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Did You Know...
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How to Write 
a Back-Cover Blurb

Allison Gorner

The back-cover blurb has many 
names: book blurb, blurb, flap 

copy, back-cover copy, jacket copy, and 
book description. Whatever the name, 
the blurb has one main purpose, to 
sell your book. It is a marketing tool 
designed to produce sales and is the 
first thing a potential buyer will read 
about your story.
A great title and an eye-catching cover will 
entice readers to pick up your book (or click 
on the link), but the back-cover blurb is what 
will persuade them to read it.

Different Types of Summaries

First, let’s look at some common types of 
summaries used in the publishing industry; 
blurb, logline, hook, and synopsis.
Each of these types of summaries has its 
own unique purpose, but should be used in 
conjunction with the others. The following 
guidelines will you help you draft your own 
summaries, but remember to always follow 
individual submission guidelines.

• Blurb – 100-200 words. Summarizes the 
story, characters, and conflict without giving 
away the twists, or ending. Often includes the 
inciting incident. Found on back covers, book 
flaps, and online sales descriptions. 

*Note: Not to be confused with an Author 
Blurb which is a short endorsement from a 
fellow author, usually on the back cover or 
first few pages of the book.

• Logline – 25-50 words. Boils the story 
down to a single, easily understood concept 
in one sentence. This term is most often used 
for films, but can be helpful for authors as 
well. See my article here for more information 
about loglines for books.

• Hook – Anywhere from a few words to 
a few sentences. Grabs the reader’s attention 
while revealing the single most interesting 
and unique element of the story. Often found 
at the beginning of a blurb, on a book cover, 
or movie poster.

• Synopsis – 1-3 pages (can even be up to 
20 pages, depending on who is asking for it). 
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Outlines the main aspects of the plot, characters, 
and story arc in detail. The ending and all twists 
are revealed. Often asked for by literary agents 
and publishers. Sometimes called a Summary.

Writing the Blurb

Between 100-200 words, the blurb is found on the 
back cover of paperbacks and on the front flap of 
hardcovers. The back cover of a hardcover will 
often display a shorter blurb or an extended hook, 
and/or reviews, author blurbs, and awards.

Remember the purpose of the blurb is to sell. 
Most readers skim blurbs and won’t give their 
full attention unless it grabs their interest. Stick to 
short sentences, short paragraphs, and use simple 
yet vivid descriptions and imagery.

When formatting your back-cover blurb use the 
acronym H.I.S.S. Hook. Inform. Stakes. Style.

1. Hook

This is the first sentence or two designed to catch 
the reader’s attention. The hook is what captures 
the interest of the reader, and thus ‘hooks’ them 
into wanting to know more of your story. Depict 
what is unique or most interesting about your 
book and make that your first line.

2. Inform

Give a feel for the main character, show his/her 
personality, and tease the main conflict. Don’t 
reveal the ending or include big spoilers, but you 
can usually include the inciting incident. Give just 
enough info to make the reader want more.

3. Stakes

What is the dilemma for the characters? Describe 
what is at stake if they are unsuccessful in their 
goals, but add a dash of hope for a satisfactory 
conclusion.

4. Style

Make sure your blurb matches the tone and mood 
of your book. If the reader expects romance, 
and the book is a horror, they will come away 
unhappy, no matter how well the book is written. 
By careful word choice, the genre, style, and tone 
of the book will be apparent. Read examples from 
successful books in your genre to get a feel for 
style. Dynamic style words can be used as key 
words or tags when listing your book on online 
publishing sites and platforms.

Other Things to Include

• Endorsements: Include one or two author 
blurbs from recognized authors in your genre. If 
you have several endorsements, these can replace 
the blurb on the back cover (reserving it for the 
hardcover front flap).

• Reviews: Include professional reviews from 
known outlets. Don’t include reviews from family 
and friends, or social media fan reviews.
• Author Photo and Brief Bio: a professional 
looking, clear close-up photo may accompany a 
brief bio on the back-cover flap. This bio does not 
replace the formal author bio included in the book 
near the back which can go into more detail about 
your background. Keep the flap bio short and to 
the point.

• Accolades: State if you are an award winner 
or best-selling author.

Examples

Study the following examples of successful blurbs 
with noted H.I.S.S. formatting and highlighted 
style words.

continued next page >>



16 Opal Writers' Magazine

Austenland by Shannon Hale 
Romance 
Front Flap, Hardcover. Blurb:
Jane Hayes is a seemingly normal young New Yorker, 
but she has a secret. Her obsession with Mr. Darcy, as 
played by Colin Firth in the BBC adaptation of Pride 
and Prejudice, is ruining her life. No real man can 
compare. (Hook)
When a wealthy relative bequeaths her a trip to an 
English resort catering to Austen-crazed women, Jane’s 
fantasies of meeting the perfect Regency-era gentleman 
suddenly become realer than she ever could have 
imagined. Decked out in empire-waist gowns, stripped 
of her modern appliances, Jane throws herself into 
mastering Regency etiquette and flirts with gardeners 
and gentlemen – or maybe even, she suspects, with the 
actors who are playing them. (Inform)

It’s all a game, Jane knows. And yet the longer she stays, the more her insecurities seem to 
vanish. Is she about to kick the Austen obsession for good, or could all her dreams actually 
culminate in a Mr. Darcy of her own? (Stakes)
With humour, charm, and perfect sympathy, award-winning author Shannon Hale delivers a 
novel that will delight every reader who has ever dreamed of escaping into Austenland. (178 
words)

Just Intuition by Makenzi Fisk 
Crime/Thriller 
Back-Cover, Paperback. Blurb:
A fiery blast in a northern Minnesota town takes the life 
of an elderly woman. Was it really an accident, or was it 
murder? (Hook)
Officer Erin Ericsson wants to find out, and she’s not 
going to be deterred by anyone, especially not the 
investigating detective. One thing is for sure, someone in 
the close-knit town likes fire, and no one is safe.
Erin’s girlfriend Allie has a secret, a gift she’s been hiding 
all her life, but it may be their only way. (Inform) Can 
Erin convince her to face her nightmares and unmask the 
killer before it’s too late? (Stakes)
Together they use their skill, and a bit of intuition, to solve 
an escalating series of deadly crimes. Their search leads 
them through unforgiving back woods and face-to-face 
with evil. (129 words)
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The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins

YA Dystopian/Romance

Front Flap, Hardcover. Blurb:

Could you survive on your own, in the wild, with every one 
out to make sure you don’t live to see the morning? (Hook)

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies 
the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve 
outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps 
the districts in line by forcing them all to send one boy 
and one girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen to 
participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death 
on live TV.
Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives alone with 
her mother and younger sister, regards it as a death sentence 
when she steps forward to take her sister’s place in the 

Games. (Inform) But Katniss has been close to dead before – and survival, for her, is second 
nature. Without really meaning to, she becomes a contender. But if she is to win, she will have 
to start making choices that weigh survival against humanity and life against love. (Stakes)
Acclaimed writer SUZANNE COLLINS, author of the New York Times bestselling Underland 
Chronicles, delivers equal parts suspense and philosophy, adventure and romance, in this 
searing novel set in a future with unsettling parallels to our present. (205 words)

Cinder by Marissa Meyer 
YA Sci-Fi/Fairytale

Back-cover, Paperback. Blurb:

Even in the future, the story begins with Once Upon a 
Time… (Hook)

Humans and androids crowd the raucous streets of New 
Beijing. A deadly plague ravages the population. From space, 
a ruthless lunar people watch, waiting to make their move. 
No one knows that Earth’s fate hinges on one girl… (Stakes)

Sixteen-year-old Cinder, a gifted mechanic, is a cyborg. She’s 
a second-class citizen with a mysterious past and is reviled 
by her stepmother. But when her life becomes intertwined 
with the handsome Prince Kai’s, she suddenly finds herself 
at the center of an intergalactic struggle, and a forbidden 

attraction. (Inform) Caught between duty and freedom, loyalty and betrayal, she must uncover 
secrets about her past in order to protect her world’s future. Because there is something 
unusual about Cinder, something that others would kill for. (Stakes)
(135 words)
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Short Notes 
on Flash Fiction

Liz Betz

I recall telling a friend, twenty plus years 

ago, about my desire to write and they 

asked me if I’d write a novel. I answered, 

“Before I write a novel, I think I should 

learn how to write a short story.” And it just 

happened. I fell in love with the genre.

What is it about short stories? I love variety 
and find the commitment to a short story is 
about right. I can complete a story and then 
I am free to move on to a different project 
allowing me to cover a lot of interesting ideas.

The idea behind the story Blue Notes began 
in one of my idea source books, this time 
a collection of biographies. I have limited 
knowledge of the world of blues, and even less 
inclination to do research, but it didn’t take a 
lot of insider knowledge to write a credible 
flash fiction. The background and scenery are 
often just implied in flash fiction or it is very 
compressed. Just as in longer fiction, there 
needs to be a balance in the elements.

Blue Notes
The beautiful woman sings the blues like she’s 
an old-time evangelist; I’m ready to come 
forward and be saved. Only it isn’t my soul 

that responded, it is my body that wants to 
dance and shout hallelujah.

Inspired, ready to move with the beat, I turn 
to my girlfriend. But her face is a sermon 
of disapproval bordering on disgust of the 
singer…or of me. Shaken to my core, I know 
she’ll insist we leave. Still, the singer’s voice, 
raw and vibrant beckons me with a thrilling 
power.

Caught in this passion stand-off, I feel the 
blues like never before.  ҂

Flash fiction suits one of my ongoing writing 
files that I’ve titled Life as a Writing Exercise. 
This file is not quite a diary, but it certainly 
takes things from my life as fiction material. 
The moments of gentle humor and the occasions 
where something ordinary inspires fiction are 
fodder for my quick writing projects.

As you have discovered it doesn’t take long 
to read flash fiction, which makes them very 
desirable for online and print fiction markets. 
Imagine you are the editor of a magazine 
and you want to give your readers a varied 
experience – the answer is to place some flash 
fiction amongst the longer stories.

Cats vs. Man
My husband brings water to the cat’s bowl (an 
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electrically heated unit) situated in the barn. 
He doesn’t like cats. But, as he informs me, the 
bowl shouldn’t go empty lest it overheat and 
cause a fire.

It snows. A few days pass. There are no cat 
tracks outside. Something must have happened 
to them. He’ll check after morning coffee. He 
returns to say that he’s put the watering bowl 
away, because he didn’t hear them in the 
building.

Shortly after, one cat comes out to sun himself.  

‘Darn cats.’ He mutters, as he readies the 
water.

They’ve tricked him again.  ҂

Flash fiction is a form that I sometimes use 
to dig into more complex subjects, the limited 
number of words forces me to be concise. 
I need to get to the point and to reach the 
conclusion. As I write my flash fiction, I will 
have a clearer idea of my subject matter and if 
it is one that I want to pursue.

The challenge always, is to form a story and 
entertain and to not slip into presenting a 
preachy essay. Then once the story is found, 
the punctuation, order, word choice and word 
count can be considered. All the short story 
components are necessary in flash fiction 
stories.

In the story that follows I’ve discovered a fatal 
flaw that I will share with you, later in this 
article.

Inner Warrior
She will say - I’ve heard it before, I’ll hear it 
again.

She’s found resistance is gained with repeated 
exposure, so his teasing no longer bothers 
Alice. His words are just what he says - 
they might be directed her way but they are 
more about him than her. She claims another 
strategy very useful, which is detachment.

Yet. When Alice hears of another woman 
dealing with a nasty husband, she says she 
feel called to protect her sisters. But she’s 
squelched the fire so often in her own life she’s 
become a cold silent stone. Her inner warrior 
is mortally wounded.  ҂

The fatal flaw that I’ve just found? Nothing 
happens in Inner Warrior; the action is 
basically summarized. Do you agree? Not 
every story is successful, until it is. Inner 
Warrior will be revised.

Flash fiction keeps me writing. When I finish 
a flash fiction (the first draft) I feel have 
written something even if it isn’t advancing 
the Very Important Project. By turning to 
flash fiction attempts I have an important tool 
to prevent procrastination from setting in as it 
sometimes does.

Flash fiction teaches me. I try to treat every 
project as a situation to learn. In the story 
that follows, I employed a quick label and 
nickname to a character as an abbreviated set 
up; something I’d not tried before. The story 
seed was a quote about preferring diamonds 
over pearls.

continued next page >>
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SHORT NOTES ON FLASH FICTION

It Just Happened
Jolly Jack, a great jokester, is delighted with 
my new girlfriend’s name (Pearl.) My surname 
is Diamond.
“Wow! You’re both jewellery! Necklaces or 
rings?”

She answers, “A pearl is an irritation made 
into something beautiful,” expectant that one 
of us will respond.
A diamond is formed by unrelenting pressure, 
I know this but the idea of ‘beautiful irritation’ 
tingles in my brain. This one is different. 
Really, Pearl is amazing.
Jack chuckles, “Oh, Diamond, you’re mining 
deep this time. Don’t get lost.”

His warning may be too late; I’m already 
seeing a future with someone who makes life’s 
irritations into beauty.  ҂

There is an abundance of flash fiction markets 
and most respond in a relatively short time. 
Many will accept three or more flash fiction 
stories in one submission and a significant 
number will let you submit as often as you 
want. Very few flash fiction markets deny you 
the right to simultaneously submit.

Some, like one of my favorite markets, will 
only accept submissions that are an exact 
specified word count. That’s an interesting 
challenge. Many flash fiction sites have 
comment sections where readers are invited 
to give feedback, an interesting experience. It 
doesn’t get much sweeter than that, but then 
it does. I’ve found a market with volunteer 
editors that give feedback on every story they 
receive. I call that a built-in writer workshop.

In short – flash fiction is what I love to 
write.  ▪
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The Wildflower 
and 

the Fir Tree
The wild flower is born of spring 
and she adores the summer sun. 

The fir tree stands through the 
seasons 

and endures every one.

The wild flower is bright and cheerful,  
wearing her colored bonnet each day,  

seeking the friendship of others  
who are bright, colourful and gay.

The fir tree spreads her branches  
inviting shelter for her friends, 

the wind may sway her sometimes,  
and sometimes she may bend.

The wildflower never grows taller,  
and she will never reach the sky, 

but she’ll enjoy each day to the fullest 
with no regrets or wishing why.

The fir tree will see a century 
her rings recording the past, 

the wildflower lives in the moment 
living each day as her last.

- C DeJager

Poetry
&

Prose



22 Opal Writers' Magazine

REMEMBRANCE OF 
THINGS IMPERFECT

BORIS GLIKMAN

It is the dawn of a gorgeous autumn day.

I am running down the stairs, 
quickly and excitedly, 

with my neighbours following me. 
We all want to see Venus. 

She has just landed in the backyard.

There she is, 
lying in the bed of roses.

A chubbiness of cherubs 
with stubby wings 

flit around her, 
welcoming she from whom 

all Love springs.

I approach with reproach, 
desperate to know  

why my romantic endeavours
are never blessed with her favours,  

dying to discover  
the mystery of love.

I peer hard, 
trying to see through her facade, 

striving to behold the secret  
concealed from all mortals, 

so that my name may shine out in glory  
for ages to come 

as the first one to have gazed upon   
the true visage of love.

But her expression remains 
veiled, 

inscrutable, 
leaving me no closer 

to deciphering 
the eternal enigma of amour.

Notes: 
In mythology, Venus is the Goddess 
of Love.

Image Credit: REMEMBRANCE OF THINGS IMPERFECT 
(Amatory Variation on the Main Theme) Alicia Pacheco 

AKA Kuro

BORIS GLIKMAN is a writer, poet and philosopher 
from Melbourne, Australia. His stories, poems and non-
fiction articles have been published in various online 
and print publications, as well as being featured on 
national radio and other radio programs. 
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